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that provincial audiences would force him to play down to them.
He was rather convincing. Huxleys left about 11.35. But
Novello stayed till after midnight. He made a favourable
impression on me.
Wednesday, June zgth.
Eclipse morning. Began at 5.26 a.m. and finished at 7.18, I
think. Rain the whole time. Up till nearly 6.30 (when eclipse
supposed to be at its height), I perceived practically no
diminution of light; but of course the light didn't increase as
normally as it would have done. Eclipse was a complete wash-
out. Also I had a thoroughly bad night. I wrote 500 words
of " Accident" before lunch. I walked to the Reform Club to
meet Swinnerton by appointment, and we lunched. Then I
resumed the novel. I wasn't quite so fired up as in the morn-
ing. In the morning I made Alan 1 lose his temper, and I did
it with such heat that I felt just as if I had lost my own temper
when I went down to see Miss Nerney and I felt called upon
to explain to her the cause of my demeanour.
I also finished correcting the typescript of my Florence
Journal. Miss Nerney said spontaneously: " I love copying it."
I think myself that it may be interesting. We dined at the
Herbert's: Mark Gertler, Pitman and wife and Ackerley the
playwright. One or two people came in afterwards, including
the Wilenskis. Mrs. W. is singularly like Mr. W. He and I
had some talk. I like him.
Thursday, June 30**.
We left in the car for Easton Glebe at 10.47,17 minutes late,
and got there at 12.40. Jane Wells was in an easy chair and
then walking about and she ate lunch with us. Said to be
better. But when I asked H. G. privately : " Is she better ? "
he said " No." We sat in a summer-house after lunch, and had
tea there at 3.20 and left at 4.5.
Harry Preston gave a dinner at the Green Park Hotel for the
Walker-Milligan prize fight.   About 22 covers.   Michael Arlen
and I had the two ends of the long table, and Harry sat in the
middle, with Lord Grimthorpe and Solly Joel on his right and
left.   I was surrounded by Grant Morden,  George Sutton,
Freddy Lonsdale and George Nichols.   Grant Morden talked
1 Character in " Accident".
221